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We caught these False Faces | 
three miles from their home 
base in Devil's Square. 


And this time 
totally by chance. 


They'd robbed the receiving room 
at St, Michael's Hospital in the 
Pullman district--just where 
Robin and I happened to be-- 


YOU WERE 
RIGHT--THEIR 
MINDS ARE 
MUSH. BRAIN- 
WASHED. 


T 
MORE OF THESE 
DERDHERDS. | 
I LIKE THE 
PRACTICE. 


YOU'RE LUCKY 
THE AMBULANCE 
THEY STOLE IS STILL 
HERE. I ORDERED 
Щ YOU TO STAY BACK 
AND WAIT WITH IT, 
ROBIN. 
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THE FALSE 
FACES FOLLOW 
BLACK MASK’S 
INSTRUCTIONS 
WITH INTENSE 
DEVOTION. 


DOESN'T 
MRKE THEM 
RNY LESS 
DEADLY. 


YEAH, RIGHT. 
ORDERS. AND 
MISS THE FUN?, 


WHAT IF THIS 
WAS А DESIGNATED. 
RENDEZVOUS POINT? || 
WE NEED TO BE 
PREPARED FOR ANY 
SCENARIO. 


y THE SCENARIO 
HERE IS THAT WE 
KICKED BUTT. NOW 
LET'S SEE WHAT 
THESE GOONS: 
WERE AFTER 
ALREADY. 


THEY'RE THE 
ONLY ONES 
WINDING ИР 
DEAD THESE 
DAYS. 


Robin's right. So far there 
haven't been any casualties 
on the Falcone side of 
this escalating gang war. 


I don't expect that to š ЕА а 
be the case for long. Hospital drugs. Thousands 
— of prescriptions’ worth, | 


Mario Falcone has managed 
several surgical strikes against 
Black Mask's army. 


TONS. DANI ÉL "unu FLOREA 
ми Sib K. a PUNY 5. DANIEL “PANEL Весе. “MIRE MARTS 


NN BATMAN created BY BOB KANE 


Когак, Zanax, Asenapine. 
Thorazine. Jackpot. 


And he also has the advantage of 
Black Mask being contained to Devil's 
Square by the National Guard. 


GOOD 
AFTERNOON, 


MASTER RICHARD. 


AS REQUESTED, 
YOUR SPM WAKE- 
UP CALL. 


ZHEHGHH- 
FEEL LIKE T 
SLEPT UNDER 


ZHgM-UHM-UM-- 


SIR? 


AND YOU LOOK IT, 
IF YOU'LL EXCUSE 
MY FRANKNESS. 


BUT I AM HERE TO 
FIX THAT, AND FIX IT I 
SHALL. A LITTLE MAKE-UP 
AND A BIT OF CAFFEINE 
SHOULD GO A 
LONG WAY. 


p 
I'M WAAAY OUT 
|А OF MY ELEMENT HERE, 
RLFRED. HOBNOBBING 
WITH GOTHAM’S 
SOCIALITES ISN'T 
MY THING. 


= 
STATUS Сау 
AND OPULENCE 
DOESN'T GIVE 
ONE SHARP 
TEETH. THOUGH BEING 
INVITED TO THE 
ARKHAM RESEARCH 
b. | BENEFIT MORE THAN 
QUALIFIES YOU AS 
ONE OF THEM. 


WELL, THEY'LL HAVE 
TO SETTLE FOR A 
BIT OF ACTING 
ON MY PART. 


QUITE. BUT 
DON’T WORRY, 
ГД MASTER RICHARD. 
YOU WON'T BE 
PLAYING THE 
PART ALONE. 


т TOOK THE LIBERTY OF Vase 
ACQUIRING SOMEONE TO Бә 
ASSIST YOU IN KEEPING ЈИ] 

AN EYE ON DR. TOMMY 


ELLIOT... | € J 
Se y HIS LONG-TERM Ñ] 
„МНО NO DOUBT ANGLE, IS WHAT 
WILL BE LOOKING TO WIR n ir I'D LIKE TO KNOW. 
[| HAVE ADDITIONAL FUN ዘካ IT CRN'T BE JUST TO 
WITH HIS CURRENT ^ BRERK BRUCE'S 
CHARADE. BANK. 


IT SEEMS *MRSTER 
BRUCE” HRS BEEN 
INVITED TO JOIN THE 
GOTHAM SHIELD 
COMMITTEE... 
„AN ELITE 
GROUP OF EXPERTS 
FORMED TO DISCUSS 
NEW IDEAS FOR THE 
FUTURE STABILITY OF 
OUR FAIR CITY. 


HMM. COMMISSIONER 
GORDON, D.R. SPENCER, 
MAYOR HADY, [ 
DR. ARKHAM...AND, 
OF COURSE, 
BRUCE WRYNE. 


GOOD TO 
KNOW. SO 
WHRT'S THIS 


DEVIL'S SQUARE, ТОО 
ЕТ BELOW SEA LEVEL b 
4 


I REALLY WISH 
I COULD BE THERE 
WITH YOU TONIGHT...IT 
WOULDN'T BE TOO 
DIFFICULT... 


BUT I COULD BRING 
AN INJECTION, I САМ 
MAINTAIN THIS BEAUTY / 
FOR MOST OF THE 
EVENING. 
PLEASE 


TAKE ME, BLACK 
MASK. I МЕЕЕЕР 
TO SEE YOU IN 
ACTION. 


MY POOR, 
LOVELY LINDA. 
WE’LL HAVE NO MORE 
OF THIS JUVENILE 
PINING. 


YOU SHOULD 
TAKE SOMETHING 
FOR YOUR NERVES. 
YOU'VE BEEN JITTERY 
LRTELY. MORE SO 
THAN USUAL. 


YOU KNEW 
WHEN YOU HIRED 
ME THAT I WRSN'T 
SIGNING ON TO BE 
ANOTHER ONE OF 
YOUR YES-MEN. 


NO. YOU'RE MY 
DEVIL'S ADVOCATE. 
YOU AREN’T AFRAID 
TO TELL ME WHAT YOU 
REALLY THINK. BUT I 
MUST STAY FOCUSED 
THIS EVENING. I HAVE 
TO BE... MYSELF. 


4 


DON’T BE 
FOOLISH, FRIGHT. 
T'LL BE IN CLOSE 
PROXIMITY TO PEOPLE [| 
WHO THINK THEY KNOW 
ME. YOUR SKIN 


THEN YOU 
MUST EXUDE 
CRLMNESS. 
I'LL SEE THRT 
YOU DO... 


YOU'VE BEEN 
RELYING ON YOUR 
UNDERLINGS 
TOO MUCH. 


YOU TRUSTED 
ME TO WEAR 
THE MASK... 
WHY DOUBT 
ME NOW? 
BECAUSE NOW 
WE ARE ON THE 
DEFENSIVE--UNLIKE 
OUR USUAL POSITION 
OF STRENGTH. 


IN R GAME OF 
CHESS, ONE MUST 
SOMETIMES SACRIFICE THERE 
А QUEEN OR BISHOP IF НЕ WON'T BE 
WISHES TO CHECKMATE HIS MANY MOVES 
OPPONENTS. TONIGHT’S LEFT IF YOU 
MOVE IS ONE THAT WILL / 
RLLOW MY NEXT MOVE 
TOBER СЕРЕНМӘ 
ОМЕ. 


І HAVEN'T 
FRILED YET. 


ШІ 


ТО SEE YOU 
AGAIN. МЕЦ. 
CATCH UP 


COMMISSIONER, 
D.A. SPENCER, 
NICE TO SEE 

M УОИ HERE. 


WHAT WE'VE BEEN 
И THROUGH THESE LAST 
4 FEW MONTHS, А GOOD 


9: PARTY IS WELL IN Д 


ENJOY. WE 
HAVE MUCH TO Wadi 


A sea of diamonds and furs. 
They could've cancelled this 
shindig and put the money 

towards Arkham’s New Asylum, 


It's a wonder these 
events aren't targeted 
by thieves more often. 


They rebuilt the Asylum 
quickly, "Мет and improved,” 
they promise. 


We'll see how improved it 

really is when they start 

Си the big boys 
back from Blackgate Prison. 


“Bruce Wayne” funded a large 
portion of the Asylum’s new 
research wing. Money well spent, 
if it weren't really coming 
from Tommy Elliot. 


” 
| And speaking of “wings”. 


Иеге” mine, 
Helena Bertinelli, a.k.a, 
Huntre 


PRETTY 
SWRNKY, 
HUH? 


THE PARTY? 
I SUPPOSE. 


I MEANT 
THE DRESS. AND 
THANKS FOR GOING 
TO THE TROUBLE OF 
BUYING IT. OR IS IT 
ALFRED I SHOULD 
BE THANKING? 


I THOUGHT WE 
WEREN'T GOING TO 
DRAW ATTENTION TO 

OURSELVES. 


TRUST ME, WITH 74/6 
CROWD--ANYTHING OFF 
THE RACK \S DRAWING 

ATTENTION. 


SO WHERE'S 
IR OLD FRIEND 
“BRUCE”? 


OVER MY LEFT SHOULDER. 
TEN YARDS, TALKING TO 
THE GENE-CORE DOCTORS. 
THRT'S DOCTOR SINGH 
TOMMY IS TALKING TO-- 
THEIR FOUNDER. 


I'VE READ 
ABOUT HIM. HE 
SOMEHOW GOT THE 
РРА TO APPROVE 
HIS THERAPY FOR 
CLINICAL TRIALS 
IN ARKHAM. 


YOUR NEW 
RESEARCH WING. 
HAS ME INTRIGUED, DR. 
SINGH. PARTICULARLY 
THE RADIO-WAVE 
TECHNOLOGY THAT’S 
SUPPOSED TO ZAP 
AWAY MENTAL 
ILLNESS. 


WHAT'S IT 
CALLED RGRIN--? 


RH, YES. MENTAL I'D BE HAPPY 


| | TO PROVIDE YOU 
2ሠ፡ ኒ 1 WITH A PRIVATE 


TOUR OF 
GEN-CORE-- 


SPENDING WILL LEAVE 
LITTLE FOR YOUR 
FUTURE. 


WE'RE 
RTTEMPTING 
TO HAVE A 
CONVERSATION 


HERE, 
RIDDLER. 


IT’S EDWARD МОМА, 
PRIVATE EYE TO YOU, 
WAYNE. AND I’M 
JUST WONDERING 
IF YOU'LL HAVE 
ANYTHING LEFT-- 


--FOR 
WHEN YOU 
FINALLY SETTLE 
DOWN AND 
SPAWN YOUR 
OWN LITTLE 
RUGRATS? 


THEN ASK 
ME WHEN YOU 


BUSINESS 
IS IT OF 


IT'S NONE OF 
MY BUSINESS. 
NONE THAT I CAN 
RECALL WITH 
ACCURACY, 
ANYWAY. 


WHRT'S 
RIDDLER 
TALKING 
ABOUT? 


BABIES? 


AND THEY'RE 
MOVING IN ON 
BLACK MASK 

WHILE HIS BRCK’S 
AGAINST THE 

WALL. SEE IF YOU 
САМ MINGLE 


„„МРУВЕ 
CHARM ONE OF 
THOSE LOWLIFES 
INTO TRYING TO 
IMPRESS YOU 
WITH LOOSE 


GREAT. WHAT WE DON’T 
NEED IS ANOTHER 
DISTRACTION RIGHT 
NOW. NOT WITH THEM 
SQUIRMING THEIR 
WAY BACK INTO 
GOTHAM: 


ШИ THE FALCONES. 
||| SO THEY’VE REALLY 
| RETURNED. 


LOOK, OUR ሚበ 
PAL BRUCE Is V 
OFF INA BIG 


uf он 
НІМ. 


aif 
NC 


MR. WAYNE, 
PLEASE--YOUR 
GENEROSITY HAS 
BEEN MORE THAN 
ENOUGH. 


BUT I 
CAN DO SO 
MUCH MORE, 
JEREMIAH. 


WE'RE ОМ 
THE GOTHAM 
SHIELD COMMITTEE 
TOGETHER. I JUST 
WANT TO HELP IN 
EVERY WAY 
POSSIBLE... 


BE AHEAD OF SCHEDULE. I AM 
ETERNALLY GRATEFUL, BUT-- 


LISTEN-- 
I JUST LIKE 
TO SEE HOW 


INVESTED. 


THAT'S THE PROBLEM, 
MR. WRYNE--THIS ISN'T 
RN INVESTMENT. 
IT’S A DONATION. 
PLEASE 
EXCUSE 
ME. 


“ "кесе 
I BETTER INK 
HEAD BACK ጅለ 
INSIDE--SOME, 
ER, LOWLIFES 
AWAIT... 


HUNTRESS, A KID 
SKIP THE c JUST WALKED NOW-- 
LOWLIFES FOR OUT. TEENAGE BEFORE 
| A MINUTE. GIRL, НЕ LOSES Д 


ORACLEP 
YOU... YOU'RE. 
CONNECTED? 


OPEN LINE 
TO ME. 


SHE 
DIDN'T ARRIVE 
WITH ANYONE АМО 
LOOKS SUSPICIOUS, 
I WANT YOU 
TO FOLLOW 
HER, 


BEING 
FOLLOWED, 
KITRINA. 


LIKE I DON’T 
KNOW. AND 
DON'T TALK TO 
ME. YOU'RE 


RUINING MY 
INNER CHI. 


PLAYTIME 
IS LATER. GET 
WHAT YOU CAME 
FOR. YOU DON'T 
HAVE MUCH 
TIME. 


BE OURS MOI? WHY, 
YOUNG LADY. FOLLOWING YOU 
G LADY. 
ALLOW ME TO AND THE YOUNG 
INTRODUCE LADY YOU'RE 
MYSELF-- PURSUING. I'M A 
PRIVATE EYE, 
AFTER ALL 


I KNOW 
WHO YOU 
ARE, RIDDLER. 
BUT WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING 


SHE'S TWENTY-THREE 
SECONDS AHEAD OF ቂ 
YOU, MY SURVEILLANCE 
HOWS THAT А KEY 


ЯКО WAS USED IN 
THE ELEVATOR AND 
JUST AGAIN IN THE 

LAB ROOM. 2 


AND I’M 
EYEING SOME 
SUSPECT 
GOINGS-ON AT 


THIS REGAL 
AFFAIR. 


HE TOOK TWO 
GUARDS OUT 


CHLORAL HYDRATE ~ к 
FORMULR--BUT IF ፪ 
SHE’S STILL IN OW 


THRT LRB, SHE'S 
ALL MINE. 


HERDS UP, 
KIDS. BOMB’/S 
RBOUT TO-- 


| 
n 


= 


( 
S.J 
PLUG IN TO THE 
POLICE RRDIO, O. 
BULLOCK’S RILED 


uP ABOUT 
SOMETHING. 


ALREADY DONE. 
PIER ONE. GOTHAM 
HARBOR. MULTIPLE 

HOMICIDES. 


BETTER GET 
GOING. KEEP 
ME LINKED IN. 


TWISTER 
OF TRUTHS... 
DASTARDLY DEFINER 
OF DEFINITION... KING 
OF CONTRADICTION... 
GRANDMASTER OF 
RIDDLES... 


HELENA, YOU 
COULD HAVE BEEN 
KILLED...THIS IS MY 
FAULT. I SHOULD 
HAVE SPOTTED THAT 
THE SURVEILLANCE 
SYSTEMS WERE 
TAMPERED WITH 
EARLIER. 


BARBARA, 
I'M FINE, I'VE 
RECEIVED WORSE 
BURNS FROM 
R TANNING 
BED. 


THE RIDDLER 
MADE IT OUT 
ALIVE, BUT I’M 


NOT SO SURE 
ABOUT THE 
INTRUDER. 


/ SHE МИРЕ 
IT OUT, SHE'S 
PROBABLY LONG. 
b GONE. CHECK THE 
STREETS JUST 
TO BE SURE. 


ew 


GOTHAM HARBOR. 


I COUNT E/GHT, 
SERGEANT. SO FAR. 
THE MEDICAL EXAMINER: 
WILL HAVE TO PRY THEM 
APART. THE HEAT FROM 
THE FIRE FUSED SOME 
BONES TOGETHER. 


FRLCONE'S 
MEN DIDN'T STAND 
R CHANCE AGAINST 
WHOEVER CUT 
THEM UP. 


AND EVERY OTHER BODY 


WELL, THE 
| PART. MUST'VE BEEN SOME 
OTHER SHOE HRS ^ 
DROPPED. BONFIRE, HUH? THERE'S LIKE, 


FIFTEEN--SIXTEEN BODIES 
IN THAT HEAP. 


WHAT DO 


YOU THINK Ed 
WENT DOWN “| 
HERE WITH 1% 
FALCONE’S МЕМ, ¿= 


BATMAN? 


SO THE FALCONES 
ARE BACK? AIN'T 
THAT SUMPIN’. 


SOMETHING ALL 
RIGHT. SOMETHING 
THIS TOWN DOESN'T 
HAVE THE RESOURCES 
TO DEAL WITH. MY FORCE 
IS ALREADY SPREAD 
TOO THIN AS 

ITIS. 


I SAY LET THEM 
EN THIN THEMSELVES 

EE OUT BY BLASTING 
HOLES IN ERCH 
OTHER. 


WHRT RRE YOU 
SRYING? THESE 
GUYS WERE CHOPPED 
UP, BUT SURELY 
THAT WAS DONE 


2 Doa ATER- 


DAT’S NUTS. SWORDS THERE'S EVIDENCE OF ONLY ONE 
AND BLADES DON'T ፪ TYPE OF BULLET LISED HERE RND 
STAND A CHANCE _ Ж THEY ALL CAME FROM FALCONE’S 
AGAINST THEM TOMMY ЕЙ | TOMMY GUNS. HAVE FORENSICS 
GUNS. =MUNCH= j SWEEP THIS AREA FOR 
MUNCH- 3 TOXINS. 


Jed? 


P 
9 4 
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BLACK MASK HAS 
RECRUITED FREAKS 
BEFORE. BUT FROM WHAT 
WE KNOW, MOST OF 
THEM SPLINTERED OFF 
OR WERE CAUGHT. SO 
WHO'S THIS ОМЕР 


DON'T KNOW 
WHO'S OUT THERE 
WITH A SWORD, 
THOUGH. 


A SWORD. 
MORE LIKE A 
SCYTHE. 


HAVEN'T SEEN 
THAT IN 8 WHILE. 
NOT SINCE.. 


THE 
REAPER. 


Alfred tracked the cabbie’s 
destination by hacking into his GPS, 
It reached the corner of Dearborn 
ጋ and North before turning back... 

I'VE MATCHED 7% 
Я HER FEATURES ТО Ñ 
BUILDING ALIVE, 
THAT MUCH IS 
CERTAIN. / Й DATABASE. SHE SEEMS H 
TO GO ይሃ A DIFFERENT ДВ H 


рана И " Е ~ Д. Oracle worked fast. She was able to 


feed Alfred the security cameras 
that the girl didn’t hack into, 


SHE 
APPEARS TO / 
HRVE HITCHED R || 
RANDOM TAXI I SHALL TRY 
TO FLEE THE у TO LOCATE A 
SCENE. REAL NAME 


So I use the least 
likely way іп, 


Black Mask has snipers set up 
around the perimeter--quarding the 
likeliest points of entry--or exit 
points to the area under his control, 


I make sure there’s no 
one to sound any alarms— 
Ho one lurking in the 


shadows with a gun, 


V 


I have ап hour апа а 
halF of darkness left. 


That’s all I need 
to get started. 


I take out three more 
False Faces in а 
four-block radius, 


Black Mask has waged war on 
Gotham, A war I'm forced to 
fight the old-fashioned way... 


BETTER ANY OF YOU 
NOT TRLK TO SEEN THIS G/RL 
HIM, YO. THAT'S AROUND? 
TROUBLE RIGHT 
THERE. 


BUT THAT’S THE SHOOT..,NOBODY’S YOU'VE SEEN 
BAT, WHAT'RE YOU SCRRIN' ME RIGHT NOW. HER--HRVEN'T 
*FRRID ОР? YOU ALL CAN RUN. Д YOU...P 


YOU STICK 
AROUND AND TALK 
ALL YOU WANT, BABY D. 
GET YR'SELF 


SURE. 

SHE'S BEEN SHE DOIN’ 
RIDIN’ AROUND SOMETHIN’ 
ON A ТОВЕ-ЦР DOWN HERE. 

MOPED. SEEN НЕЕ GONNA GET 
HANGIN’ OUT WITH HERSELF 
A BIG BLACK KILLED, KNOW 
DUDE. WEARS WHAT I’M 
R MUZZLE. SAYIN’? 


©  ቆጣዝ BE CONTINUED... 
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HEY NATION! 


Just got back from Los Angeles (did you really think Seniof 
Story Editor lan Sattler was the only one who gels to 
trovel?), where | had a great dinner with Joe Straczynski, 
ked through his next major project and his plans for 
BRAVE AND BOLD (finally, the return of the Five), had drinks 
with Felicia Henderson to discuss TEEN TITANS (and her 
super addition to the team), a snack with Len Wein 
(who adds his Legacy to the DCU), even attended the Spike TV 
Scream Awards with our very own Geoff Johns, who proudly 
walked away with the Favorite Comics Writer Award, and 
elebrated the night away in the Hollywood Cemetery 
(how Blackest Night of us) !! 


Lost ond certainly not least, | got to put down the Executive 
itor hat and pick up ће writer's pencil to meet with 
Philip Tan to tolk through our plans on OUTSIDERS. And while 
| don't want to give anything away yet, | have attached some 
of Philip’s designs for the series just so that you in the Nation 
con have a sneak peek at what's in store. January is 
two months away, but the fun is already starting. 


To be continued. Ü| 
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